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L E S L I E V I L L E  T r e e  F e s t i v a l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r o w  

 

 Marlena Zuber of Creative Works Studio coordi-
nated a wonderful tree photo exhibit, showcasing trees in 
the neighbourhood in various stages of bloom.  Other 
groups hosting tables at the event included the Ontario 
Urban Forest Council, Merchants of Green Coffee and 
Chocoland (organic hand-made chocolate).  LEAF’s na-
tive plant sale was a great attraction.   
 Stay tuned for future LEAF events. Participate in 
one of the upcoming Tree Tours. The next is the Walk-
Here Tree Tour as detailed in the Events column on Page 
4 with another to follow in mid-July at the Brickworks. 
LEAF is working on the Wychwood Tree Festival which 
takes place in the fall at the site of new Green Arts Barn 
where LEAF will have new offices in 2008. For those 
readers  interested in participating  in LEAF’s Backyard 
Tree Planting Program, the 
fall species list is ready so 
contact us via our website 
and fill in the online ques-
tionnaire to place yourself 
in a queue for a site consul-
tation. LEAF’s success in 
planting the right tree in 
the right place tangibly 
adds to restoring one of 
our most precious re-
sources, our urban forest.  
 

 Saturday, May 12th proved the 3rd Annual Leslieville 
Tree Festival to be the biggest Tree Festival ever. Hosted by 
LEAF with partners Councillor Paula Fletcher and Toronto 
Parks, Forestry and Recreation, Leslie Grove Park at the cor-
ner of Queen East and Jones Avenues was filled with 
neighbourhood residents eager to investigate the 40+ tables of 
food vendors, craftspeople, community and environmental 
groups and to see various performers entertain on stage and in 
trees, no less.  
 Counicllor Fletcher hosted the day, introducing all of 
the performers on stage.  MP Jack Layton stopped by to ex-
tend his best wishes for the Festival’s continuing success. MPP 
Peter Tabuns also joined in the day.  Chris McKhool primed 
the onlookers with his ‘Plant a Tree’ song. On stage  Michael J 
and the Red Rhythm Band, the Push Buttons and Forest City 
Lovers belted out the tunes. The Leslieville Children’s Choir, 
with about 40 members in attendance, showed the kids in the 
audience that children could perform on stage too.  Aerial 
Tree Dancers delighted everyone by ‘dancing’ in the large elm 
in the southeast corner of the park. Bernadette Wycks led vol-
unteers in a performance of Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax and the 
ever-popular Ben Show  included unicycling and juggling.  

 
Participants at the children’s craft tables became 
tree ‘detectives’ who were given a bag of ‘clues’ (leaves, buds, 
etc. from various tree) and a poster of the ‘wanted’  
tree in silhouette and then had to proceed to match their clues 
to that tree. The detectives took the tree suspects’  
‘fingerprints’ (bark rubbing) as the investigation came to a 
close and an identification was made. 
 

The very popular Ben Show 

Aerial Tree Dancers wowed the crowd 



L e a f  P a r t n e r s  w i t h  T o r o n t o  C o m m u n i t i e s  

A critical component of LEAF’s mandate is to liaise with the city’s many diverse community groups in the 
belief that when a community gains knowledge and skills in urban forestry, amazing things happen. 

Always  interested in trees and having just planted one in his 
front yard, Jeff Otto completed the LEAF Tree Tenders Train-
ing Program held in 2006 at Maple Cottage. Finding the pro-
gram to be an informative overview on tree identification and 
health, he talked to his neighbours about concerns for the trees 
in the area. He  designed and circulated a flyer outlining the 
needs of street trees including a free tree guide from which 15 
orders were initiated, eleven from his street alone. Under Jeff’s 
leadership, his group in association with the St. Leonard’s Soci-
ety for troubled youth, received a grant from the Toronto Parks 
and Trees Foundation to follow through on their plans for the 
enhancement of Phin Park. Jeff consulted with LEAF to design 
naturalization plantings around the perimeter of the park. LEAF 
staff delivered plant materials to Phin Park and provided exper-
tise, training and guidance to the volunteers who worked on 
making the gardens a reality. 

LEAF has a long history of working in partnership with the Toronto 
Green Community.  Our first planting in Eglinton Park was in 
2000.  Several subsequent maintenance visits, pruning instruction 
and indoor/outdoor demonstrations have helped ensure tree sur-
vival. Minaz Asani-Kanji, Executive Director of the organization, 
says “At the community level, Toronto Green Community calls on 
LEAF for all our tree planting events.  All we do is make the call 
and organize volunteers and LEAF does the rest.  They provide all 
the native trees and shrubs, they educate the volunteers and organ-
ize the planting. When LEAF plants trees on Toronto Green Com-
munity’s naturalization sites, we’re assured of very high success 
rates—both in terms of the survival of the tree and education of a 
community. LEAF  is a phenomenal organization.” 

T r e e  C a r e  -  W a t e r i n g  T i p s   

To foster a successful result when adding to or maintaining the trees of Toronto’s urban forest, water is the essential 
component. Water is indispensable for photosynthesis and serves as a system for transporting food throughout the entire 
tree. It also acts as a coolant for the tree on hot summer days. New trees lose up to 90% of their root systems when 
transplanted so are less able to take up much needed water. It is critical to ensure that water is there when the roots need 
it. Regular watering greatly increases the survival and growth rates of newly planted trees. Trees need to be watered 
deeply. Use a soaker hose or regular hose with no nozzle to conserve water. Avoid the use of sprinklers. Not only do 
they waste water (water evaporates as it flies through the air), they can promote fungal diseases in trees if leaves are get-
ting wet. A large portion of the ground surface in urban areas in impermeable or compacted. This means that large 
amounts of the rain that falls runs off into storm sewers rather than soaking into the ground. So even if the city gets rain-
fall, our mature trees can suffer from drought. To counter this, use a soaker hose for about 1 hour once per week. Move 
the hose to a new area under the tree to ensure all roots get evenly watered. Newly planted trees should be watered 
twice per week for about 20 minutes for the first 2 years after planting. Maintaining this watering schedule all summer 
will improve the vigour of your trees and help them resist pests and diseases. Remember, proper mulching of trees will 
help them to retain water, reduce evaporation and prevent competition with weeds and grass.  



D e n d r o  D e v o t i o n  

American Elm - Ulmus Americana 
 

The American Elm is a species of 
elm native to eastern North Amer-
ica, occurring in Canada from Nova 
Scotia west to southeast Saskatche-
wan. Sometimes known as White 
Elm or American White Elm, it is 
an extremely hardy tree that can 
withstand harsh winters ( -42 °C).  
Extensively planted as ornamental 

trees in cities across the country in the past, they can live for 
hundreds of years. The 200 year old, 27 metre tall elm at 24 
Humewood Drive in Toronto is among only 30 big elms in the 
city that have managed to escape the dreaded Dutch elm disease 
which has wiped out most of the continent’s elms. It is a deadly 
fungus whose telltale signs are flagging leaves and brown streak-
ing under the bark, Madeleine McDowell of the Humber Heri-
tage Committee is trying to get the Humewood elm a heritage 
designation because of its connection to William Hume Blake 
(1809-1870) Chancellor of Canada West and the fact that it is a 
remnant from an ancient forest with a gene pool that goes back 
10,000 years. Although elms are an ideal city tree because of 
their ability to withstand the demands of city life like restricted 
growing areas, because they are constantly under threat from 
Dutch elm disease, the species is generally avoided.  

S p e c i e s  o f  t h e  M o n t h  

 By Marc Willoughby, M.L.Arch.,O.A.L.A. ISA Certified Arborist 
 

Match the tree book title with its author (answers on page 4): 
 

1. Trees in Canada (1995) 
2. Native Trees of Canada (1979) 
3. Manual of Woody Plants (1983) 
4. Trees of the Carolinian Forest (2003) 
5. Trees of Ontario (2001) 
6. Identification Guide to the Trees of Canada (2001) 
7. Fruit Key and Twig Key to Trees and Shrubs (1959) 
8. Honour Roll of Ontario Trees (1987) 
9. Peterson Field Guide to Eastern Trees (1998) 
10. An Eclectic Guide to Trees (2001) 
 

a. Glen Blouin 
b. G.A. Petrides 
c. Gerry Waldron 
d. William H. Harlow 
e. R.C. Hosie 
f. J. Ambrose (ed.) 
g. M.A. Dirr 
h. Linda Kershaw 
i. John Laird Farrar 
j. Jean Lauriault 
                                                                      See Page 4 for the answers 

A s k  t h e  A r b o r i s t  

I have noticed that ants seem to have invaded our trees and that 
the leaves on them seem to be deformed and curling. Are the ants a 
factor? 

Ants, wasps and flies are at-
tracted to honeydew, the excess 
sticky saliva produced by aphids 
while feeding, that drips onto 
leaves, tree stems and branches. 
Aphids are small soft-bodied 
insects that feed on plants by 
sucking sap from leaves and 
stems. Their saliva causes dis-
torted plant growth in the form 
of curled leaves, swollen nodes 
and distorted growth. Repeated 
severe annual infestations can 
lead to plant die-back. Ants 
feeding on honeydew spread 
the aphid colony to maintain 
the food source. They are also 

important vectors of plant viruses. Entomologists say there is 
probably one species of aphid that feeds on nearly every type of 
plant and each species has its own life cycle.  Generally, aphids 
take about one week to mature and most live for about 3 
weeks. They can overwinter as eggs or mature adults. In the 
spring, eggs hatch into “stem mothers” who produce live young 
without the disadvantage of mating. These daughters also mate 
asexually, producing even more daughters. It is easy to compre-
hend how rapidly aphid populations can build up its numbers. 
 
A heavy rainfall usually reduces aphid populations. Using  a jet 
of water from a hose has the same effect on them. Wash down 
infested trees in the morning so the leaves will have an opportu-
nity to dry out during the day, circumventing the promotion of 
other foliar diseases. A sticky band around the tree trunk can 
restrict the movement of ants that tend and farm aphid colonies. 
Insecticidal soaps are effective when aphids are exposed on 
leaves. Encourage the presence of natural aphid enemies like 
ladybugs, lacewings, parasitic wasps that feed on the bugs.  

 

Aphid populations rapidly expand 



 

73 Bathurst St 
Suite 305 

Toronto, ON 
M5V 2P6 

Tel: 416-413-9244 
info@leaftoronto.org 
www.leaftoronto.org 

Yes! I would like to support LEAF with the following donation: 
$25__ $50__ $100__ Other $_____ 
 
__ I do NOT require a tax receipt (make cheque payable to “LEAF”) 
__ I DO require a tax receipt (make cheque payable to our charitable partner “Phoenix Community Works 
Foundation”) 
OR __ I would like to pay be VISA (please supply information below and indicate above whether tax receipt 
is required) 
 
Name: ________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________ 
VISA ____________________ Expiry ________ 
Phone: ________________________________ Email  _________________ 
Please return to LEAF, 73 Bathurst St, Suite 305, Toronto, ON, M5V 2P6 

S u p p o r t  T o r o n t o ’ s  U r b a n  F o r e s t  

LEAF Native Plant Sale - Dovercourt Tree Festival 

Saturday, June 16, 2007 noon - 4pm 

Tree Tour 2 - 3:30 pm 

LEAF will hold a native plant sale and lead a Tree 
Tour as part of this community event which will in-
clude displays, stewardship workshops, speakers, mu-
sic, art and children’s activities. Come to Dovercourt 
Park, 155 Bartlett Ave (2 blocks S of Dupont, one 
block E of Dufferin) and consult our experts on hand 

to help you decide what’s best for your yard. Join in 
the guided Tree Tour which starts at 2:00pm.  
 
 
High Park Walking Tour-Native and Invasive Plants 

Tuesday, June 19, 2007 6:45 pm 

Meet at the benches across the road from the south 
side of the Grenadier Café, 200 Parkside Drive, and 
join naturalist Terry Fahey in a walking tour and 
hands-on workshop (please bring work gloves). You 
will learn to identify many of the native and non-
native herbaceous plants in High Park’s black oak 

savannah and woodland habitats. A $2. per person 
donation supports the volunteer park stewardship 
and education programs in the park. For more info, 
call 416 392 1748 x 5 or visit the website 
www.highpark.org 
 

 

 

 

Project CHIRP 

Sunday, June 24, 2007  9 - 11 am  

Join Christina Sharma, Certified Habitat Steward, 

for a Canadian Wildlife Federation-certified tour at 
105 Laurel Avenue, Etobicoke (East Mall and Burn-
hamthorpe Road). The topic is Songbird Properties 
for Local and Migratory Songbirds and includes a 
garden planner, songbird posters and info on gar-
den and pond design to attract songbirds. Cost is 

$10 per adult. RSVP required. To book a spot call 
416 236 7234 or email projectchirp@rogers.com 
 
 
WalkHere Tree Tour - DigIn Festival 

Sunday, July 1, 2007   1 - 2:30 pm 

Join LEAF’s Todd Irvine at Wallace Emerson Park 
(near the intersection of Dufferin and Dupont) for a 
neighbourhood walk that will raise your awareness 
about the urban forest, highlight particular trees of 
interest and incorporate stories of history and cul-
ture. Fun and a quintessentially Canadian activity 

for Canada Day. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DENDRO DEVOTION Answers:  1i, 2e, 3g, 4c, 5h, 6j, 
7d, 8f, 9b, 10a 

We need your support to continue our work.  Donations of $50 or more are recognized with a special set of five but-
tons featuring five native tree leaves drawn by a local artist. Send us the form below or donate on-line at 
www.leaftoronto.org/donate 

 E v e n t s   


