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The Young Urban Forest Leaders (YUFL) Program is designed to provide female-identified or nonbinary youth with hands-on experience in the field of urban forestry and community engagement.
This unique five-month training program includes 15 hours of formal arboriculture training,
additional project-specific workshops, and ongoing mentorship at no cost to participants.
•	Gain training and hands-on
experience in the fields of
arboriculture and urban forestry
•	Develop skills in leadership,
team work, public speaking,
event coordination, community
outreach and media relations
•	Gain insight into potential
career paths and network with
industry professionals
•	Contribute to community
building and increased public
appreciation of the urban forest

YUFL participants work in teams to
help establish an Adopt-A-Park-Tree
program in a local Toronto park.
They work in collaboration with a
community group helping them:
•	Create a map, inventory, and
assessment of the park trees
•	Develop a “Stewardship Plan”
which includes guidelines on
tree care and key details for
running an Adopt-a-Park-Tree
Program
•	Organize and host a public
event that will recruit more
volunteers and tree adopters

Are you a youth interested in
LEAF’s YUFL Program?
Attend our information session
Monday, March 5th, 2018
6:30PM to 8:00PM
Locke Library, Meeting Room
3038 Yonge St., Toronto
The application deadline is
Sunday, April 1st, 2018

Applicants must be femaleidentified or non-binary, aged
18-29. They must attend all 15
hours of LEAF’s Tree Tenders
Training and commit five
hours per week from May
through September. Priority
will be given to applicants
with a need to participate
in a fully-funded training
program.

Visit yourleaf.org for more information and to apply!

I learned so much,
solidified my
understanding of
urban forestry,
and got to meet
and work with
some great people
along the way!
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Benefits to participants:

Adopt-APark-Tree
Program
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Through the Adopt-a-Park-Tree Program, local communities work together to improve the
survival rates and health of young trees in Toronto’s parks. This program connects residents with
newly planted park trees. Trees are adopted by an individual (or a group) who agree to regularly
water, weed and care for them from May to October, ideally in the first three to five years after
planting while the tree is establishing its root system.
Benefits of an Adopt-a-ParkTree program:
•	Trees have a much greater
chance of survival, reducing the
cost of replacement plantings
•	Well established trees will
grow to be larger and healthier,
providing more community
benefits like shade and air
quality improvements
•	Residents who adopt trees
become more invested in the
neighbourhood

I do believe seeds
have been planted
for encouraging local
resident stewardship
of Fairmount Park. I
know I’m hooked and
so is the Beach Tree
group I’ve recently
joined!
Gail Raynard,
Beach Hill Tree Team

How can I start an Adopt-a-Park-Tree Program in my park?
Option 1: Collaborate with LEAF’s Young Urban Forest Leaders (YUFL) Program
The YUFL program is a 5 month training program designed to provide
youth with hands-on experience in the field of urban forestry and
community engagement. The youth will work in partnership with
community groups to help establish new Adopt-a-Park-Tree initiatives.
In 2018, LEAF will select two community groups to receive support
through this program and $500 to cover start-up costs (e.g. watering
equipment). The community group commits to the ongoing coordination
of the Adopt-a-Park-Tree program. See reverse for details.
Option 2: Do-It-Yourself using the Adopt-a-Park-Tree Manual
Anyone can start an Adopt-a-Park-Tree Program and it can vary in size
and formality. The free Adopt-A-Park-Tree Manual was developed by Park
People and LEAF to help community groups across the city get started.
The manual is available online at www.yourleaf.org/adopt-park-tree.

Are you a community group interested in
starting an Adopt-A-Park-Tree program?
LEAF will select two groups in 2018 to receive assistance
from our Young Urban Forest Leaders.
Attend our information session
Monday, March 5th, 2018, from 6:30PM to 8:00PM
Locke Library, 3083 Yonge St., Toronto.
The applications deadline is Sunday, April 1st, 2018.
Visit yourleaf.org, call 416-413-9244 or email
info@yourleaf.org for more information and to register.

